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1 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 7-9 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, 
in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over either of Japanese document 
2003-01 1 ,1 80 or 2000-01 5,644. 

Either applied reference discloses a method of molding an optical disk using a 
mold containing a thickness adjustment member as set forth in the instant claims. For 
JP -180, see part numeral 62 in the figures, which is the thickness adjustment member 
set into a recess in mold 52. For JP -644, see bushs 1 3 and 1 4 on the molds 8 and 1 , 
respectively, with each mold using a stamper 6. The bushs themselves constitute the 
thickness adjustment member. It is submitted that the molds (52/54 and 1/8) 
themselves constitute mirror-surface disks, in that the tolerances involved— ie, the 
molds form the cavity and the stamper support- would require such a finish when the 
disk is molded. If not, then such is nothing but conventional in the art and would have 
been an obvious finish for the surfaces of the molds in order to facilitate the formation of 
the disk in an industry accepted manner. It is further submitted that the stampers 56 
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and 6 are inherently allowed to "slide" on their respective adjustment members as set 
forth in the instant claims as such would be a necessary resultant of the heating and 
cooling process occurring when the resin is injected and then cooled down, le, the 
stamper would inherently move to some extent along the adjustment member surface 
as a result of the thermal stresses put upon it during the injection process. 

2. Claims 4-6 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over either of Japanese document 2003-01 1 ,1 80 or 2000-01 5,644. 

The applied references disclose the basic claimed mold and adjustment member 
employing same as set forth in paragraph 1 , supra, the references essentially lacking a 
clear teaching of the exact position and dimensions of the adjustment member and that 
it is made of a material different than that of the first mirror disk. The exact dimensions 
and position of the adjustment member would have been obviously determined through 
routine experimentation to facilitate the forming of the desired optical disk. Likewise, the 
thermal conductivity of the adjustment member would have been an obvious feature 
dependent on the heat transfer profile developed during the molding cycle. 

3. Applicant is requested to provide a translation or English equivalents of 
Japanese documents 2003-011,180 and 2000-015,644. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mathieu D. Vargot whose telephone number is 571 272- 
1211. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson, can be reached on 571 272-1 176. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



M. Vargot 

September 24, 2009 



/Mathieu D. Vargot/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1791 



